Socioeconomic Contributions of Multipurpose Cooperatives to Rural Development in the Province of North Cotabato, Philippines by Martinez-Alba, Mitzi Aileen
ABSTRACTS FROM ICAEM2019BANWA  | Supplement	1	|	2019	|	Abstract	096
96 PEER REVIEWED | OPEN ACCESSBANWA | ojs.upmin.edu.ph
S E S S I O N  G 3
Socioeconomic Contributions of 
Multipurpose Cooperatives to Rural Development 
in the Province of North Cotabato, Philippines
Mitzi Aileen Martinez-Alba 
University of Southern Mindanao–Kidapawan City Campus, Philippines
Abstract
Rural	 development	 encompasses	 all	 development	 programs	
that	 alleviate	 the	 poor	 from	 poverty,	 generate	 employment,	
enhance	 food	 security,	 and	 empower	 the	 rural	 people	 to	
participate	 in	 development.	 Among	 the	 development	 programs	
that	 are	 implemented	 as	 strategy	 for	 rural	 development	 are	 the	
establishments	 of	 cooperatives.	 In	 rural	 areas,	 multipurpose	







to	 PhP	 264,599.00.	 The	 respondents	 agreed	 on	 the	 cooperative	
membership	policies	used	by	the	MPCs.	The	respondents	described	
the	 strategies	 used	 by	 the	 MPCs	 as	 appropriate.	 The	 officers	
and	 members	 gave	 a	 high	 rating	 to	 the	 social	 and	 economic	
contributions	of	MPCs	as	strategy	for	rural	development.	On	social	
contributions,	 cooperatives	 promote	 gender	 equality,	 empower	
individuals,	 and	 instill	members	with	a	great	 sense	of	ownership	
and	 responsibility;	 and	 cooperatives	 being	 able	 to	 answer	 the	
respondents’	 changing	 needs	 got	 the	 highest	 mean.	 Likewise,	
on	 economic	 contributions,	 the	 following	 got	 the	 highest	 mean:	
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